Dear Chair and Committee Clerks,

| am writing to share with you a new report from the Royal Society of Chemistry that will hopefully be
of interest to the work of the Children, Young People, and Education Committee.

The “Future Workforce and Educational Pathways” report has been two years in development and
sets out clearly defined recommendations for developing skills to support the sector across school,
further and higher education, and throughout careers, to ensure the chemical sciences can reach their
potential and deliver growth for the Welsh and wider UK economy.

Chemistry represents an area of strong growth for Wales and the UK, with jobs in the sector expected
to grow by 6.5% over the next decade — which means outstripping the wider economy by 30%.
However, these growth projections could well be undermined if there are not the skilled individuals to
fill these new jobs.

That means reassessing the current chemistry employment ecosystem, from school curriculums to
the options available in further and higher education, right up to continuous professional development
for those in the workforce already. It also means placing greater emphasis on skills that employers
want, such as green skills, digital skills and transferrable skills, as well as the technical knowledge
one typically associates with the chemical sciences.

Our new report outlines recommendations and actions for policymakers nationally and locally,
employers, education authorities, further and higher education institutions, and beyond, taking a
holistic approach to tackling potential skills shortages and ensuring we all play our part in supporting
the chemical sciences sector to be a key driver of the future economy.

The report is attached or can be found here. We would welcome any opportunity to engage the
Committee on the report, particularly as Wales continues its education reform journey.

Best wishes

Niall


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsc.org%2Fpolicy-evidence-campaigns%2Fdiscovery-research-and-innovation%2Fdiscovery-research-innovation-reports-surveys-campaigns%2Ffuture-workforce-and-educational-pathways&data=05%7C02%7Cseneddchildren%40senedd.wales%7Ccc924f48a7f049e16a1208dd41d90a6b%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638739122928636956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HSKPj%2FziN%2FBFmoQeXF4fCu4nnDZYRRPv2kML4yLTUdA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsc.org%2Fpolicy-evidence-campaigns%2Fdiscovery-research-and-innovation%2Fdiscovery-research-innovation-reports-surveys-campaigns%2Ffuture-workforce-and-educational-pathways&data=05%7C02%7Cseneddchildren%40senedd.wales%7Ccc924f48a7f049e16a1208dd41d90a6b%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638739122928670778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j5ycOA8YxbnuuTT0pYL3swBs%2F6dpXRbFRpX29yjdEjw%3D&reserved=0

